Mr President and Gentlemen,?Inflammation of the cellular tissue between the folds of the utero-sacral ligaments, with the pathological anteflexion of the uterus which results from it when the inflammatory exudation has gone on to the stage of cicatrization, is so frequently met with in gynaecological practice, the disease itself is so intractable, and so much irrational and injurious treatment has at different times been introduced in connexion with it, that 1 feel no apology is needed for bringing the subject before you to-night. I am aware that the tendency of modern gynaecology is to minimise the importance of cellular and peritoneal inflammations in the pelvis and of those displacements of the uterus which result from them, and to look for diseased conditions of the tubes and ovaries in explanation of the symptoms we find accompanying them ; but I wish to-night to put in a plea for utero-sacral cellulitis as a definite disease of very frequent occurrence, and unaccompanied, in by far the greater number of the cases, by any pathological condition of the tubes and ovaries,?a disease whose symptoms are pretty constant and definite, and the treatment of which, though perhaps not so immediate in its results as we could wish, since it does not lend itself to surgical interference, is yet in many cases satisfactory and beneficial.
At the outset, let me state that this paper does not pretend to be at all exhaustive. The literature of the subject is so extensive that any adequate reference to it would be impossible within the limits of a short paper. I have, therefore, confined myself to an account of the disease as it has come under my own observation during the past six years in dispensary and hospital practice. Utero-sacral interest. The condition to which he had called attention in his able paper was so extremely common that it was important to have such light thrown upon it as had been done by his observations. The cases recorded were interesting, but they were all cases of women in whom the mischief had come on after a labour, whilst some of the most difficult cases occurred in women who came to consult the practitioner because they had been married for some time without ever conceiving. In such patients we find the physical conditions described by Dr Fordyce, and yet they might be unable to give us any clue from their own remembrance to the origin of the mischief. In a woman, e.g., who was seen two days ago at the Infirmary, she stated that she had never had any illness before marriage; but her mother, who was called in, gave 
